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MOSCOW--A SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT IN A BIG CITY LIKE MOSCOW WORRIES LESS THAN 
HIS AMERICAN COUNTERPART ABOUT WHERE MONEY TO FINANCE SCHOOLS WILL COME 
FROM. THAT IS IMPRESSION OF DERTHICK AND HUNT WHO SPENT 3 HOURS WITH ANA- 
TOF SHUSTOV, DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION OF CITY OF MOSCOW, TITLE EQUIVALENT TO 
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS. SHUSTOV, CORDIAL, SMILING MAN IN FIFTIES, RE- 
CEIVED DERTHICK AND HUNT, FORMERLY SUPERINTENDENTS RESPECTIVELY IN CHATTA- 
NOOGA AND CHICAGO, AND EXPRESSED SURPRISE WHEN THEY ASKED ABOUT BUDGET. 


"WHY WORRY ABOUT THAT? WE HAVE TO EDUCATE THE CHILDREN, DON'T WE? WE GET 
WHAT MONEY WE NEED." 


AMERICANS ALSO FOUND THAT SUPERINTENDENT CLAIMED NO TEACHER SHORTAGE BE- 
CAUSE NUMBER OF TEACHERS NEEDED PLANNED AHEAD OF TIME. THERE ARE 30,000 
TEACHERS FOR 600,000 CHILDREN, DIVIDED ABOUT EQUALLY BETWEEN BOYS AND GIRLS, 
IN MOSCOW 678 SO-CALLED "10 YEAR SCHOOLS." SHUSTOV TOLD THEM, "10 YEAR 
SCHOOLS," WHICH CHILDREN ATTEND 6 DAYS A WEEK INCLUDING SATURDAY ARE EQUIV- 
ALENT OF AMERICAN ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS COMBINED. 


SHUSTOV'S OFFICE WAS DESCRIBED BY AMERICANS AS BEING VERY SIMILAR TO MANY 
AMERICAN SUPERINTENDENTS OFFICES WITH EXCEPTION OF PICTURES ON WALL WHICH 
INCLUDED INEVITABLE PORTRAIT OF LENIN WITH SEVERAL OF CURRENT KREMLIN 
LEADERS NEARBY. AMERICANS SAT AT GREEN BAIZE COVERED TABLE NEAR SHUSTOV'S 
DESK ON WHICH THERE WERE THREE PHONES WHICH RANG FREQUENTLY DURING CONVER- 
SATION BUT WHICH HE IGNORED. SHUSTOV AND THREE ASSISTANTS PRESSED DERTHICK 
AND HUNT WITH FRUIT, WAFERS AND SOFT DRINKS. 


AMERICANS FOUND SHUSTOV TO BE MAN OF PROMINENCE IN COMMUNITY BY VIRTUE HIS 
POSITION. HE IS APPOINTED BY MOSCOW SOVIET, CITY COUNCIL, OF WHICH HE IS A 
MEMBER AND TO WHICH HE REPORTS ONCE A MONTH. AMERICANS REFRAINED FROM ASK- 
ING WHETHER HE COMMUNIST PARTY MEMBER (WHICH MUST BE IN SUCH POSITION) OR 
WHAT SALARY HE IS PAID. 


DERTHICK, HUNT GRANTED EDUCATION USA INTERVIEW BUT ON CONDITION THAT WOULD 
NOT VENTURE ANY CONCLUSION UNTIL MAKE FORMAL REPORT UPON RETURN TO UNISTATES 
WHEN HAVE TIME TO REACH MATURE JUDGMENTS FROM WHAT LEARN IN MOSCOW, KAZAN, 
SVERDLOVSK, ALMA ATA, TASHKENT, SOCHI, MINSK, LENINGRAD. 


LEV INE 











Published by the National School Public Relations Association and the Division 


of Press and Radio Relations, National Education Association 








Included in the American study team of 10 educators currently making a month-long inspection of Russian schools is (far left) 
Dr. Henry Chauncey, President, Educational Testing Service, who carried a letter to Moscow for Education U.S.A. At right, U. S. 
Education Commissioner Lawrence G. Derthick chats with Dr. Herold Hunt, Eliot Professor of Education, Harvard, before the group 
left National Airport in Washingtoh, May 6. 


EDUCATION U.S.A. GETS OVER IRON CURTAIN 


The front-page cable report is the first word from the American study team of edu- 
cators now making a month-long inspection of the Russian school system. The report 
was written exclusively for Education U.S.A. by Irving R. Levine, Moscow correspond- 
ent for the National Broadcasting Company. 








Levine's assignment was delivered to him by hand at the National Hotel in Moscow 
by Dr. Henry Chauncey, President, Educational Testing Service, a member of the study 
group who agreed to act as courier for this publication. Levine was asked specifi- £ 
cally to interview the head of the team, U.S. Commissioner of Education Lawrence G. 
Derthick, and another widely-known member, Dr. Herold C. Hunt, Eliot Professor of 
Education, Harvard, about the administration of the Russian schools. This subject has 
received little publicity in the recent flow of educational information coming out of 
the USSR. Although several technical and cultural missions have been exchanged, this 
is the first time that an official American group representing a cross-section of edu- 
cation will have visited the Soviet Union to observe various aspects of Soviet educa- 
tion. A group of Soviet educators will make a similar study of education in the Unit- 
stat at a later date. 





The American team of 10 last Saturday obviously heard the May 18 broadcast on Mos- 
cow Radio in which Nikolai Goncharev, vice president of the Soviet Academy of Teaching, 
outlined a major overhaul of the Russian school system to step up practical education 
in industry and specialization in science subjects. According to Reuters news service, 
the proposed reforms reflect ideas voiced recently by Premier Nikita Khrushchev for de- 
voting more attention to practical experience in education and to removing class dis- 





tinction between educated citi s and workers. The new system would provide for eight 
years of formal schooling foliow y three or four years further study and work in big 
industrial enterprises and collec arms, Reuters added. It continued that students 
not accommodated in industry or on ia ould spend the three or four years of further 
education specializing in physics, math, iral science or humanities. At present, 
students in cities spend 10 years at school and rural students attend elementary schools 


for seven years. 





Other members of the American team are: Dr. Harry C. Kelly, Assistant Director, Na- 
tional Science Foundation; Dr. A. John Holden, Jr., Vermont Commissioner of Education; 
Dr. George Z. F. Bereday, Columbia University Education Professor; and four members of 

the Office of Education staff, Dr. John R. Ludington, Chief, Secondary Schools Section; 

Dr. Lane C. Ash, Division of Vocational Education; Dr. John B. Whitelaw, Chief, Teacher 
Education Section; and Dr. Helen K. Mackintosh, Chief, Elementary Schools Section. 





OTHER SIDE NOT SO GREEN (EVEN IN IRELAND) 


Faith'n the Irish don't find the European system of education so grand. Or so it 
would appear from an article reprinted from the University Review which is entitled 
"Some Thoughts on Our Educational Discontents" by T. J. McElligott. Here are a few 
quotes from the Irish publication: 








"Next to our pillar boxes, probably the most distinctive monument recalling English 
rule in Ireland, is the system of education. Whatever is the cause, no one will deny 
that there is indifference to education in Ireland today. It is a measure of that in- 
difference that neither after-dinner speakers nor candidates seeking the support of the 
electorate ever mention education. Partition, the Irish language, the ban on foreign 
games and the Dairy Shorthorn cow are ‘live’ issues. Yet a system of education which 
has failed to train people to think for themselves has left a legacy of woolly, unin- 
formed thought and unreasoned prejudice on these very subjects... 





"Since the foundation of the state, the profession of teaching has neither widened 
its appeal nor increased its prestige. Salary, public status, opportunity for initia- 
tive and advancement--all these are inadequate. This is a chastening thought. It must 
inevitably mean that the best brains and the finest intellects of the country are at- 
tracted elsewhere than to the profession which has most need of them... 





"A student's aptitudes and abilities do not always reveal themselves early in life, 
and many possess potentialities which cannot be discovered or assessed by any type of 
examination. Our system is geared to propel pupils through examinations which do not 
attempt to discover such qualities as character, industry and tenacity... 





"The extent and quality of the education given to any boy depends in nine cases out 
of ten on the depths of his father's purse. A system which produces this state of af- 
fairs is a sorry education, and except words have lost their meaning, it cannot be 
called popular education. Today we have restored the caste system, and higher educa- 
tion is denied those without the necessary money qualification. The professions and 
the Civil Service are the monopoly of the middle classes: the labourer's son, when 
he comes to 14, puts down the pen and picks up the shovel... 





"Few schools teach any subject other than those appearing on the list of examination 
subjects. The pupil's range of activity is narrowed and he cannot be blamed if he 
thinks that he goes simply to gather marks. All the boundless and irrepressible vi- 
tality of youth is checked and not directed, as it should be, into useful channels. 
Where no activity exists, there is ever the peril of stagnation. Though, heaven knows, 
in compelling the pupils to change blazers and uniforms every few months as if they 
were chameleons and not Christians and, in compelling them to race home and consume a 
mid-day meal in half-an-hour as if they were greyhounds, the schools do their share to 
promote, at least, physical activity..." 





HIGH SCHOOL MATH NEEDS FACE-LIFTING 


High school mathematics needs a face-lifting, according to a new statement of policy 
announced by the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NEA) in Washington. The 
re-do will mean more of the so-called "modern mathematics" - use of abstractions - and 


less of the old stand-bys such as detailed logarithmic computations and many solid geo- 
metry proofs. 





"The time has come for careful selection of content and method related to present- 





day mathematic needs," the Council comments in its new pamphlet, "As We See It." Some 
topics in the curriculum, the Council states, are "no longer in the mainstream of cur- 
rent mathematical thought." It adds: "Interest is now focused, among other things, on 


algebra as the study of deductive systems, on the mathematics of uncertainty, and on the 


exciting new uses of the subject (math) in such fields as the social sciences, industry 
and national defense." 











fitness tests, flunked. 


It includes six simple exercises 
coordination. 
the bend-over. 





exercise. 
back rigid. 








mum necessary for young students. 
slightly more than half have failed. 


ae Haines City, Fla. - It's not necessarily true 
child, but in this town's junior high some 60 boys 
The rod is the common variety found throughout the 





In Perrysburg, Ohio, more than one-half of the 1000 students given physical 
Mom, Pop and TV were blamed. 
Krause-Weber minimum fitness examination, developed at New York University. 


The test was the 


designed to reveal physical condition and 


One of the key failures on the part of the youngsters was 
In this, students were instructed to stand with knees straight 
and touch the floor with their hands. 


Another failure was a flat-on-the-back 


Pupils were told to come to a sitting position while holding the 
According to Jack E. 
tests are not based on the average desirable performance. 


Donaldson, physical education director, the 


that by sparing the rod you spoil the 
have been improved by the use of it. 
state. Coupled with.a reel, it has per- 


suaded a group of real boys to show remarkable improvement in grades, personal habits and 


Overall development. 


Last fall, various psychological and intelligence tests revealed some 
of the students were not measuring up to their potential. 


Principal Charles Conrad used 


the theory that young boys are interested in fish hooks, strings, knives and the outdoors 


and the Fishing Club was born. 
acceptable grades. 
ing began to make C's and B's. 


In order to participate in the club, a student has to make 
In a short period of time, boys who had been making F's or barely pass- 


» Detroit, Mich. = Some teacher organizations in this metropolis are criticizing School 
Supt. Samuel M. Brownell (former U.S. Commissioner of Education) for putting into effect 
an "outsider" system of hiring and promoting school administrators, primarily principals 





and assistant principals. 


In general, Brownell's plan calls for setting up an eligibility 


list of qualified persons for each type of position on the basis of written exams or inter- 


views or both. 
ted to persons now in Detroit schools. 


Applicants for eligibility lists for administration posts are not restric- 
The superintendent's recommendations for hiring or 


promotion are subject to school board approval. 


Martin I. Kalish, spokesman for the Detroit Federation of Teachers and a grade school 





principal, said: 


"We object vehemently to the superintendent's unalterable position that 
all future promotions be open to persons from outside the Detroit school system. 


Let's 


They are, he said, the bare mini- 
Of some 50,000 U.S. children tested, Donaldson said, 


not turn our backs on the people who have been training as administrators here for 25 years. 
They have stayed in your 50-and 75-year-old buildings and taught in your 40-student classes 
because this is their city and they wanted to stay." 


Detroit's dailies have conflicting views on the issue. 


The Free Press said in an edi- 





torial: 


done. 


"Detroit's teachers' groups campaigned for several years to force the superintend- 
ent to establish and stick to a promotion eligibility list. 


This is what Dr. Brownell has 


(His) system is, we believe, impregnable from the type of attacks being made upon it 


because it seeks to obtain the best possible people for positions in the school system." 


The Detroit News, on the other hand, editorialized: 





"We are hopeful that, on further re- 


flection, Mr. Brownell will realize that the invitation to outsiders was an error, incon- 
gruous with the overall objective he had in view...(a plan calculated to improve teacher 


morale)." 
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